
Species Common Name Active Season

Cryptobranchidae Giant Salamander
Cryptobranchus a. alleganiensis Eastern Hellbender May-Oct in WV (Humphries and 

Pauley 2000)
Sirenidae Sirens
Siren i. intermedia Eastern Lesser Siren Except winter months (Cagle and 

Smith 1939)
Siren lacertina Greater Siren Unk
Amphiumidae Congo Eels
Amphiuma means Two-toed Amphiuma Unk
Proteidae Waterdogs
Necturus m. maculosus Common Mudpuppy Through the year (Bishop 1941)
Necturus punctatus Dwarf Waterdog Unk
Salamandridae True Salamanders
Notophthalmus v. viridescens Red-spotted Newt July - Oct (Petranka 1998)
Ambystomatidae Mole Salamanders
Ambystoma barbouri Streamside Salamander Unk
Ambystoma jeffersonianum Jefferson Salamander In NE, emerge anywhere from early 

Feb-April, breed for approx. 1 month, 
then return to upland retreats 
(Petranka 1998)

Ambystoma laterale Blue-spotted Salamander Explosive breeding (max 3 weeks) in 
many populations (2-3 days in one 
Mass. pop.(Talentino and Landre 
1991)) in spring (mid-Mar to early Jun), 
then back to underground retreats 
(Petranka 1998)

Ambystoma mabeei Mabee's Salamander At breeding sites mid Jan-Mar, but Unk 
apart from that (Hardy 1969a, b)

Ambystoma maculatum Spotted Salamander Breeding begins as early as Feb in S. 
NE and goes through early May far 
north (Green 1956, Pinder and Friet 
1994), before heading back to 
underground retreats

Ambystoma opacum Marbled Salamander Active above ground Sept-Nov 
(numerous references in Petranka 
1998) for breeding, underground other 
times

Ambystoma talpoideum Mole Salamander Unk for VA

CAUDATA

ACTIVE SEASON - When is the active season for the species?



Ambystoma texanum Small-mouthed Salamander Surface activity peaks in March and 
end with onset of summer heat, 
underground after that (Parmelee 
1993)

Ambystoma t. tigrinum Eastern Tiger Salamander Winter and very early spring breeder 
(Conant and Collins 1998)

Plethodontidae Lungless Salamanders
Aneides aeneus Green Salamander Highest densities on roack faces in late 

Oct-mid Dec, retreat to deep crevices 
in winter, reappear in Mar (Cupp 1991)

Desmognathus auriculatus Southern Dusky Salamander Unk
Desmognathus f. fuscus Northern Dusky Salamander Year round (Ashton 1975)
Desmognathus marmoratus Shovel-nosed Salamander Unk
Desmognathus monticola Seal Salamander Unk
Desmognathus ochrophaeus Allegheny Mountain Dusky 

Salamander 
Mar - Oct (Keen 1979)

Desmognathus orestes Blue Ridge Dusky Salamander all months but winter (Petranka 1998)

Desmognathus quadramaculatus Black-bellied Salamander Unk

Desmognathus welteri Black Mountain Salamander Apr - Dec (Felix 2001)
Desmognathus wrighti Pygmy Salamander Unk
Eurycea bislineata Northern Two-lined Salamander Year round in suitable areas (Ashton 

and Ashton 1978)
Eurycea cirrigera Southern Two-lined Salamander Year round in suitable areas (Ashton 

and Ashton 1978)
Eurycea guttolineata Three-lined Salamander Unk
Eurycea l. longicauda Long-tailed Salamander In NJ, Juv and Adults in ponds all 

summer, underground retreats in Oct, 
emerge from retreats in late Apr/early 
May (Anderson and Martino 1966)

Eurycea lucifuga Cave Salamander In VA, retreat to deep cave passages 
Sept-Mar, # visible animals increases 
Apr, peaks May and June (Hutchinson 
1958)

Eurycea wilderae Blue Ridge Two-lined 
Salamander* filled in with same 
info as E. bislineata and E. 
cirrigera because recently split 
and little new info. specifically for 
this sp.

Year round in suitable areas (Ashton 
and Ashton 1978)

Gyrinophilus p. duryi Kentucky Spring Salamander Unk
Gyrinophilus p. porphyriticus Northern Spring Salamander On surface during all months with the 

exception of winter, when they move 
into subsurface retreats and summer, 
when flow is greatly reduced (Bishop 
1941)

Gyrinophilus subterraneus West VA Spring Salamander Unk
Hemidactylium scutatum Four-toed Salamander Except winter (Blanchard 1933)



Plethodon chlorobryonis Atlantic Coast Slimy Salamander Unk

Plethodon cinereus Eastern Red-backed 
Salamander

Most active in spring and autumn and 
during summer if not incredibly hot; 
underground retreats in winter, except 
those that are mild (several refs in 
Petranka 1998, pg. 341)

Plethodon cylindraceus White-spotted Slimy Salamander Unk

Plethodon electromorphus Northern Ravine Salamander Unk
Plethodon g. glutinosus Northern Slimy Salamander Active year round except during 

drought and extreme heat or cold 
(Petranka 1998)

Plethodon hoffmani Valley and Ridge Salamander Unk
Plethodon hubrichti Peaks of Otter Salamander Unk
Plethodon jordani Jordan's Salamander mid May-early Oct in NC (Petranka 

1998), at low elevations, active 
throuhgout winter except during 
freezing weather.

Plethodon kentucki Cumberland Plateau 
Salamander

Peak in Mar and Apr (Bailey and 
Pauley 1993), may also beactive 
through the summer during rains 
(Marvin 1996)

Plethodon nettingi Cheat Mountain Salamander Unk
Plethodon punctatus Cow Knob Salamander Emerge in April and retret to 

underground burrows in late Oct 
(Petranka 1998, pg. 391)

Plethodon richmondi Ravine Salamander Most active in spring and autumn and 
during summer if not incredibly hot; 
underground retreats in winter, except 
those that are mild (several refs in 
Petranka 1998, pg. 394)

Plethodon shenandoah Shenandoah Salamander Unk
Plethodon ventralis Southern Zigzag Salamander Unk
Plethodon virginia Shenandoah Mountain 

Salamander
Unk

Plethodon wehrlei Wehrle's Salamander Active late April-mid Oct in high 
elevations; March until summer, 
underground during summer, back on 
surface late Sept to winter in low 
elevations (Green and Pauley 1987)

Plethodon welleri Weller's Salamander Unk
Plethodon yonahlossee Yonahlossee Salamander Unk
Pseudotriton m. montanus Eastern Mud Salamander Unk
Pseudotriton m. diastictus Midland Mud Salamander Unk
Pseudotriton r. ruber Northern Red Salamander all months but winter (Petranka 1998)

Pseudotriton r. nitidus Blue Ridge Red Salamander Unk
Stereochilus marginatus Many-lined Salamander Through the year (Petranka 1998)

Active Season Codes: Specify range of months, Unk = unknown
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